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 2020 – Covid-19 and the changing electronic world for JP’s 
 
The first newsletter for 2020!  I think we can all agree we have all experienced exceptional circumstances since the last 
communication from your Council Team late 2019.  I sincerely hope this newsletter finds you and those dear to you 
well and finding the ability to thrive in this ever changing world situation. 
 
Due to the frequency of communication to you all as members from the Federation and Government Departments 
during the Covid-19 security levels and associated requirements, the Council refrained from communicating by way of 
Newsletter so we didn’t inundate members with information.   
 
The Council remained in contact with each other over the lock-down period using the electronic platforms available to 
us.  Further, special thanks to Brian Hamilton and Pat Taylor who took the lead to investigate using Zoom as a platform 
to continue with our training and education sessions.  The result has been a number of enjoyable and successful 
training sessions electronically with members logging in from the comfort and safety of their own homes.  The 
feedback from those participating and contributing to those informative training sessions was they enjoyed the 
additional conversations and information sharing which is always a wonderful by-product of training sessions.   We 
celebrate the increasing percentage of those Association Members who become accredited as a result of their 
attendance.  It is anticipated, if there is continued interest from Association Members, that offering electronic training 
sessions will continue from our training team.  
 
Please do take the time to update your details on the Federation Website.  Please check your availability has been 
updated post lock-down and at the same time, that your contact phone number is correct.  You may notice an increase 
of enquiries from public regarding calling to your home while the Service Desks come back on-line in stages.  If you are 
able to contribute to a Service Desk, please contact a Council Member; we are always looking to bolster numbers on 
rosters so the activity around demand is shared as much as possible.   
 
Read on – there are a few dates coming up of interest.  I look forward to seeing you, in person hopefully, at those 
events coming up. Take care. 
Warmest, 
Marea Goodin-McKay JP 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Brian Hamilton JP 
Registrar 
____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE REGISTRAR’S DESK 
 
I hope you have all recovered from “Lockdown” and are happily back at 
work. I know it has been stressful for some, trying to decide whether or not to 
act as a JP, particularly if you or your household are considered vulnerable. 
Justices are generally kind-hearted people and we have found it difficult to 
refuse to serve someone who is desperate for help. Now that we are at level 
one, please remember to go onto the Federation website and register your 
availability.  
 
Service Desks are now all open except for Omokoroa which will be open 
2nd July, and CAB until further notice. The Courthouse and Mount 
Maunganui are operating with less days due to lack of volunteers. Please let 
Kelvin Bennett or Jack Best know if you can help at either of these desks.  
 
During lockdown 36 Justices chose to educate themselves by Zoom 
meetings for accreditation and we now have nearly 60% of our Association 
accredited. Also, during lockdown 17 Justices chose to take JP (retired) 
status, 10 of whom have been gazetted and another 7 will be in the next 
fortnight.  
 
There are very few subscriptions now outstanding. Thank you all for your 
cooperation. 
 
Affidavit errors: I have been made aware of at least two Marriage Dissolution 
affidavits signed by JPs which have been rejected recently by the Court. 
Common errors are: 

• Not numbering pages 1-of-4 etc and initialling at the foot of each 
page 

• Not completing the annexure document(s).  
• Not ensuring the preamble and/or jurat reflects that the affidavit has been 

sworn or affirmed. 
 

Our website jpbop.nz has a Marriage Dissolution checklist on its Ku2D page. Please 
use it and if you have any questions, just ask.  
 
 
 
 

 Remember to keep your knowledge, accreditation & contact details current 
visit www.justiceofthepeace.org.nz 

 

Member Update 

Retired: Mr Graham Westlake JP (ret), Mr Peter Johnston JP (ret), Mrs Judith 
Phillips JP (ret), Mrs Joan Massey QSM, JP (ret), Mr Jock Melville JP (ret), 
Mr Bill Turner JP (ret), Mr Terry Hunter JP (ret), Mr Ken MacDonald JP (ret), 
Mrs Merla McCarthy JP (ret), Mrs Annette Holford JP (ret),  
Mr Doug Payton (ret), Mr Colin Hyde JP (ret),  
 
(If you are considering becoming JP Retired, please contact Brian Hamilton)  
 
Died: Condolences go to Mrs Neville Coote. Neville died during lockdown, after 40 
years as an active JP and another 10 as JP (retired).  

 
 
  

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVICE DESK 
Coordinator 

Phone  07 5795133  Please Contact Kelvin Bennett J.P.  
if you are able to assist on a Service Desk roster.   

 

 

 

Sunday 19 July 2020:  
Social mid-winter luncheon 
We missed the planned seminar on 10th June being only just out of Level 2, so Council thought we could celebrate 
being together again with a mid-winter Luncheon at 11.30 on Sunday 19th July, combined with a fun quiz. This will 
be held at the Omanu Golf Club, 98 Matapihi Road. Cost and details to follow in a separate reminder email.  We 
have several JP’s who will be awarded their JP Retired Certificates and badges at this luncheon.  
 
Saturday 10 October: 
Annual General Meeting 
It is coming up to that time of the year when the AGM will be held.  Venue: Club Mount Maunganui; Time:10.00 am. 
We welcome a healthy election process and encourage nominations from the membership.  Please consider if you 
would like to contribute to the work the Association does by being an active Council Member, or if you know of a 
member who would be great for a role on Council and encourage them to consider assisting.   
 

 

 
 

There are a few JPs who are not coming to training sessions, and who refuse to do the more 
complex actions, such as marriage dissolution, saying that they do just certified copies and 
statutory declarations for the public... 
BUT #2 of the JP Code of ethics and Conduct states that JPs will: 
Maintain a working knowledge of the duties, responsibilities and obligations of 
a Justice of the Peace by regularly participating in training sessions provided 
by their Associations or Royal Federation. 
These JPs should seriously consider taking retirement status. 
 
 



 

Report of the 2020 Royal Federation Conference, Hawera, 
28/29 February. 

 
Although some time has passed, there are some interesting points of note worth sharing in 
this newsletter.  
 
Keynote speakers at the conference: 
 
Judge Heemi Taumaunu, Chief District Court Judge who attempted to answer the question: “How do 
we bring a sense of fairness into our courts and our justice?” 
 
Andrew Kibblewhite, Secretary for Justice  
 
Dr Ang Jury, Chief Executive, Women’s Refuge 40 refuges throughout NZ 
Dr Jury described her 300 staff, 200 trained volunteers,130 calls per day and 57,000 referrals 
annually. She told of the 230-250 women and children sleeping every night in a safe house, and of the 
13 women and 10 men who die every year, every death a cost of $4,000,000 to NZ 
 
Hon Aupito William Sio, Associate Minister of Justice 
 
Arun Chaudhari, Chief Executive, Taranaki Chamber of Commerce  
 
Hon Chester Burrows, Former Associate Minister of Justice, who spoke of his sense of a collapse of 
the justice system with appalling rates of imprisonment, and reoffending. 
 
Some interesting topics discussed: 
 
• Concern was expressed about the time taken from nomination to swearing-in for new Justices. 

Federation National Manager, Tony Pugh JP, said there is an 8-month average time which is 
explained by the fact that completed nominations can pile up at the Ministry’s desk and at the 
Governor-General’s desk.  
• Giving life to the codes of ethics and conduct: Most Associations don’t bring the codes before their 

members on a regular basis.  It is recommended that the codes are covered each training session to 
assist with the maintenance of JP professionalism.  The expectation remains that JPs are expected 
to maintain high standards of behavior in everyday life.  
• An updated manual coming soon. It will not be printed but will be on-line with links to training 

modules. Both the Ministry and the Federation don’t have the money to print enough for the 6000 
national JPs. We can print it ourselves individually.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

We need your help!! 
 
Please continue to consider young 
volunteers in the organizations you 
are involved in for nomination as a 
Justice of the Peace. 
 
Nationally there have been a 
number of new young faces joining 
the ranks.  
 
It is the focus of the BoP Council 
over this year to actively seek out 
young talent in our community who 
can take up the mantle and actively 
be available to serve as a Justice of 
the Peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured Below: Jagmeet Singh 
Warraich, aged 23. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Directory of  Association Council Members 2020 
President 

Marea Goodin-McKay JP 
Phone  0278996430 

  marea.goodinmckay@gmail.com  

Registrar 
 Brian Hamilton JP 
Phone  07 542 5353 

email   jp.registrar.bop@gmail.com   

Immediate Past President 
Wendy Neilson JP 
Phone  07 544 7362 

email  wendygneilson@gmail.com  

Vice  President 
Tony Young JP 

Phone  021 272 8925 
email  tony@tonyyoung.co.nz 

Clare Wilson JP 
Phone 07 5722448 

email clarecswilson@gmail.com   

John Denne JP 
Phone 021 040 0863 

email dennefamily@kinect.co.nz  

Michael O'Neill JP 
Phone  07 544 4777 

email  moneills@gmail.com  

Kelvin Bennett JP 
Phone  07 5795133 

email  colleenkelvin@gmail.com  

Jack Best CM (ret), JP 
Phone 021 481 001 

email  jackbest953@gmail.com  

Daryl Hone 
Phone 027 497 2972 

email daryl.hone@nzi.co.nz  

Jeannie Bruning JP 
Phone  021 0271 8212 

email  majebruning@xtra.co.nz   
 

P H Taylor QSM, JP (Pat) 
Phone  07 579 3000 

Email patandbernienz@gmail.com 
Seconded onto Council to assist with training project   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


